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Topic 2 PPoolliittiiccaall  IInnssttiittuuttiioonnss  iinn  GGeerrmmaannyy

LLeessssoonn  11 FFooccuuss  QQuueessttiioonn  ##11

WWhhyy  wwaass  GGeerrmmaannyy  uunniiffiieedd  aafftteerr  yyeeaarrss  ddiivviiddeedd??

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
German unification was forged over time by a changing world order and Ger-
many’s post-war reconciliation with its one-time foes. During the 1980s, politi-
cal overtures by German leaders from both sides, fewer travel restrictions on
East Germans, and a weakened East German economy made peaceful mass
demonstrations for freedom possible by the end of the decade. On November
9, 1989, East Germany officially opened its borders to West Germany and West
Berlin. German citizens no longer had to designate which part of Germany was
home.   

EEsssseennttiiaall  CCoonntteenntt  ��
Note: The following words/concepts are essential to an understanding of this
lesson. Put the words on your Word Wall and use them in context as you teach
the lesson.

�� Unification �� Cold War
�� Berlin Wall �� Brandenburg Gate
�� East Germany �� West Germany
�� Refugees �� Standard of living
�� Perception 

■ WWhhaatt  eevveennttss  lleedd  ttoo  tthhee  uunniiffiiccaattiioonn  ooff  GGeerrmmaannyy  iinn  11999900??

■ HHooww  ddiidd  GGeerrmmaannyy  aanndd  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  ppeerrcceeiivvee  tthhee  ffaallll  ooff  tthhee  BBeerrlliinn  WWaallll  aanndd  GGeerrmmaann  
rree--uunniiffiiccaattiioonn??


