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Germany’s Changing Position in Europe and the World

An understanding of the central role Germany played in the establishment of
the European Union is fundamental to student understanding of the growing
alliance on the continent. The study of Germany within the European Union is
important for social studies classes in the schools of the United Sates. Ger-
many is the largest economy in Europe and, in proportion to its size and popu-
lation, the leading export nation in the world. The United States and Japan,
both larger countries (by three times and one and one-half times, respectively),
export less by value. Like Japan, though, Germany is highly dependent on
other countries for raw materials and energy.

Germany’s location is at the center of the continent of Europe. It is the country
with the greatest number of neighbors, altogether nine: Poland and the Czech
Republic to the east and southeast; Austria and Switzerland to the south;
France, Luxembourg, Belgium, and the Netherlands to the west; and Denmark
to the north. Austria and Switzerland are predominantly German speaking, and
Poland and the Czech Republic are former Communist countries.

A long legacy of German immigrants in the United States has contributed great-
ly to the strong cultural ties between the two countries. The first Germans on
American soil were craftsmen who arrived in 1608 at Jamestown, Virginia. They
were the forerunners of eight million immigrants from German-speaking coun-
tries or regions. Connections between Germany and the United States are also
found in the reconstruction of Germany after total defeat and destruction in
World War II. A study of reconstruction of Germany after World War Il, Ger-
many’s role in Cold War conflict management, and Germany’s leadership in the
move toward the European Union help to understand the goals and issues of
the new Germany.
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Why is Germany important to Europe and the United States?
Why is the geography of Germany important to its economy?
What are the economic and political implications of the cultural
diversity of Germany?
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