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Introduction 

Is it possible for two opposing factions to find a peaceful solution?  This 

webquest will examine the Peaceful Resistance in Leipzig, Germany during the 

late 1980’s which led to the crumbling of the Berlin Wall.  Students will 

examine the events leading up to the Peaceful Revolution and learn who was 

involved, what peaceful resistance looks like, and ponder the possibilities for 

peaceful resistance in the United States.  Human statues will be created to 

depict the events of the Peaceful Revolution.  Students will analyze whether or 

not peaceful resistance is plausible in today’s culture and look for examples 

around the world. 
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During the 1980’s, citizens of Leipzig, Germany lived under the rule of the 

communist German Democratic Republic (GDR, East Germany).  People began 

to meet every Monday at the Nikolai church to discuss politics and hold prayer 

meetings.  Over the years, the prayer meetings grew in popularity and size.  

Eventually these prayer meetings became a threat to the Communist 

government and the Stasi (secret police) began to investigate and make 

threats to those who were organizing and participating in the Monday prayer 

meetings. On Monday, October 9, 1989 the peaceful resistance grew into a 

demonstration of over 70,000 people shouting, “we are the people!” These 

peaceful demonstrations led to the crumbling of the Berlin Wall and 

reunification of Germany. 

Studying history and culture can often be a dry recitation of facts and 

timelines.  Creating curriculum that brings the study of history and culture 

alive brings meaning to the content.  Furthermore, putting students in the 

center of the curriculum promotes understanding, provides opportunities to 

solve problems and make decisions in developmentally appropriate ways.  Our 

goal is to “develop the ability to make informed and reasoned decisions for the 

public good as citizens of a culturally diverse democratic society in an 

interdependent world” (NCSS 1993, 213 
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Task 

Your school has decided to honor and encourage peace by creating a 

statue.  Your group of six will investigate the Peaceful Revolution that 

occurred in Leipzig, Germany during the 1980’s and create a human 

statue that could be considered for your school’s contest. You will 

create a drawing depicting one of the events from the Peaceful 

Revolution and write a written report that summarizes your findings 

and provides thoughts for peacefully solving other problems. Your 

group will be assigned six different aspects to investigate: 

1.  Reporter #1 –Investigate The Stasi (Secret Police in East 

Germany, GDR) Who were they?  How did they operate? 

2. Reporter #2 – Investigate who was involved in the Peaceful 

Revolution. 

3. Reporter #3 – Investigate how the demonstrations were 

organized. 

4. Reporter #4 – Investigate the reasons for the demonstrations 

5. Historian – research why the Berlin Wall was built 

6. Geographer – find the location of Leipzig, the Berlin Wall, Nikolai 

Church, the route of the demonstrations, and other pertinent 

places. 

You will record the information you find for your task on the attached 

worksheet.  After each member has recorded their information, as a 

group discuss the sequence of events for the Peaceful Revolution.  Select 

six events that represent the Peaceful Revolution.  Each group member 

will create a picture that represents one of the six events.  When all of 

the pictures have been completed, your group will pick one of the 

pictures to create a human statue.   
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Process 

1.  Day One – To get an overview of the Peaceful Revolution watch 
the following: 
 
A.  “Walled in!” Germany’s inner border – found on YouTube 
B. 20 years after the fall of the Wall, Civil Protest Leipzig – found 

on YouTube 
C. Leipzig – the birthplace of a peaceful revolution – found 
         On: 
        www.leipzig.de/int/en/stadt_leiopzig/herbst89 
 

2.  Day Two - Learn as much as you can about your assigned task. 
Use the following websites and record your findings on the 
attached worksheets. 

Peaceful Revolution in Leipzig, Germany 

www.spiegel.de/international/germany/0,1518,654137,00.ht
ml 
 
www.inyourpocket.com/.../the-peaceful-revolution-of-1989-
56082f 
 
www.leipzig.de/int/en/stadt_leipzig/wissenswertes/ 
 
www.leipzig.de/int/en/stadt_leipzig/herbst89/ 
 
www.thelocal.de/national/20081009-14781.html 
 
www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4776699,00.html 
 
www.eu2007.de/en/Germany/Bundeslaender/Sachsen/cities
.html 
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Stasi in Leipzig, Germany 

www.leipzig.de/int/en/tourist/stadtspaz/fotorund/02414.shtml 

www.leipzig.de/int/en/kultur_gastonomie/museen/ 

www.bbc.co.uk/.../germany.../east1.shtml 

museumzeitraum.blogspot.com/…/stasi-museum-leipzig_12html 

www.runde-ecke-leipzig.de/ 

www.virtualtourist.com …Leipzig Things To Do 

europeforvisitors.com/germany/Leipzig/museum-runde-ecke.htm 

www.dw-world.de/dw/article/0,,4862498,00.html 
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Information about Leipzig, Germany 

En.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leipzig 

Goeurope.about.com/cs/Leipzig/a/Leipzig_guide.htm 

www.germanplaces.com/germany/leipzig.html 

www.galenfrysinger.com/leipzig.htm 

travel.yahoo.com/p-travelguide-484668-leipzig_vacations-i 

www.uni-leipzig.de/english/ 

www.nndb.com/geo/677/000071464/ 

 

                                      



7 
 

WHO WHAT THEY DID/HOW IT WAS 
ACCOMPLISHED/REASONS 

Stasi 

 

 

 

 

 

Names of Individuals 
who organized the 
Peaceful Revolution 

 

 

 

 

 

Demonstrations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berlin Wall 
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Use the graphic organizer to record the information you find. 

The geographer will make a map of Germany and identify: 

1.  East and West Germany 
2. Leipzig 
3. Berlin and the Berlin Wall 

The geographer will make a second map of Leipzig and identify: 

1.  The Nikolai Church 
2. Stasi Headquarters 
3. The location of the demonstrations 

 

Day Three 

Meet with your group members to share the information you have 
collected.  Decide on six key events of the Peaceful Revolution.  Each 
group member will make a drawing of one of the six key events.   

 

Day Four 

1. Create your drawings on paper that is at least 11” x 18”.  
2. Make sure that the paper is completely colored, there should not 

be any white spaces (unless you have clouds) 
3. Your drawing should depict one of the six events your group 

decided was an important part of the Peaceful Revolution. 
4. When everyone is done with their picture, sequence the drawings 

so they depict the “story” of the Peaceful Revolution in 
chronological order. 

Day Five 

1.  Your group will select one of the six drawings to make a human 
statue.  The human statue you create will be “performed” for 
your classmates and should depict a significant event of the 
Peaceful Revolution. Once you have decided on the event to 
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make into a statue, each group member must be a part of the 
statue.  You may use props for your human statue – be inventive!  
There are plenty of items in your classroom that can be used in 
creative ways! 
 

2.  Assign a group member to be the reporter – this person will 
introduce each group member to the class. 
 

3. Assign a group member to be the leader – this person will make 
sure that everyone is in place and has the correct props. 
 

4. Assign a group member to be the director – this person will 
explain your human statue to the class 
 

5. Assign a group member to be the geographer- this person will 
explain where the human state is located. 
  

6. Assign a group member to be the questioner – this person will 
ask if anyone has questions about the human statue. 
 

7. Assign a group member to be the plaque writer- this person will 
write a saying to place on your human statue. 
 

8. Practice your human statue! 
 

Day Six 

Performance Day!  Each group will perform their human statue for 
their classmates.  Use a sheet as a curtain and have two people hold 
the “curtain”.  Each group will take turns and create their statue 
behind the curtain – everyone will be frozen in place.   

1. The curtain will drop and the human statue will be on display for 
several minutes.  The rest of the class will “study” the human 
statue and make guesses about the subject. 
 

2  The reporter will step out of the statue and introduce each group 
member to the class. 
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3.the leader – this person will make sure that everyone is in pla 

 

4.The director will step out of the statue and explain your human 
statue to the class and then step back into the statue. 

5. The geographer will step out of the statue and explain the location 
of the human statue and then step back in. 

 6.  The plaque writer will step out of the statue and read the plague 
that represents the statue and then step back in. 

7.  The questioner will step out of the statue and ask if anyone has 
questions about the human statue. 

 THUNDEROUS APPLAUSE FROM THE AUDIENCE!  
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Day Seven 

Congratulations!  You have investigated the Peaceful Revolution in 
Leipzig, Germany and it is now time to take what you have learned 
and think about how peaceful resistance can make a difference.  You 
will write a paper that summarizes what you have learned about 
peaceful resistance and how it could be applied to situations in our 
country or in other parts of the world. Your paper will be evaluated 
based on the following:  

1.  Summary of what you have learned about the Peaceful 
Revolution. (one paragraph) 

2. How can peaceful resistance be used to solve a problem(identify  
a problem at school, in the community, state, country, or other 
parts of the world.)(one-two paragraphs). 
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Evaluation 

You will be evaluated based on this rubric.  Your research and drawing 
will be individually evaluated.  Your human statue will receive a group 
score. 

 

Beginning 

1 

Developing 

2 

Accomplished 

3 

Exemplary 

4 

Score 

  

Research  

  

Minimum 
Information 
is recorded 

At least two 
facts are 
written in 
student’s 

own words. 

Three or more 
facts are 
written in 

student’s own 
words. More 

than one 
source is used. 
Information is 
clearly written. 

More than 
four facts 

written from 
several 
sources.  

Information 
is clearly 

written and 
excellent 
detail is 

provided. 
Above and 

beyond 
expectations 

 

  Drawing of 
event in 
Peaceful 
Revolution 

  

Drawing 
does not 
cover the 

entire page, 
it is difficult 

to 
understand 
what the 

drawing is 
depicting 

Drawing 
covers the 
page, it is 
possible to 
understand 
what the 

drawing is 
depicting 

Drawing covers 
the entire 

page, is clear in 
depicting one 
of the events. 

Drawing is 
above and 

beyond 
expectations

creative 
depiction of 
one of the 
peaceful 

revolution 
events. 
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Human 

Statues 

 

  
Group did 
not work 
together. 

Props were 
minimal. 
Human 

statue was 
difficult to 
understand 

Group 
completed 
assigned 

roles. Props 
were used. 

Interpretatio
n of event 

was 
understood. 

It was obvious 
each member 
of the group 

completed their 
assigned role 

very well. Props 
conveyed and 
enhanced the 
human statue. 

Event 
portrayed was 
significant and 

well done.  

.Each 
member of 
the group 
went above 
and beyond 
expectation 
in 
completing 
their 
assigned 
role.  Props 
were 
creatively 
used. 
Outstanding 
depiction of 
the peaceful 
revolution. 

 

  

Written 
Report 

  Completed. 
Many 

mechanical 
or 

grammatica
l errors.  

Summary is 
done. Some 

thought 
given to 

other 
problems. 
Several 

mechanical 
or 

grammatical 
errors. 

Summary is 
well done.  

Application to 
other problems 

is realistic, 
explained 

thoroughly. 
Few mechanical 
or grammatical 

errors. 

Summary is 
above and 

beyond 
expectations
. Application 

to other 
problems is 
excellent, 

realistic, and 
explained 

thoroughly. 
No 

mechanical 
or 

grammatical 
errors. 

 

Comments 
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Conclusion 

Congratulations!  You have completed the Peaceful Revolution 
Webquest!  You have investigated the who, how, why, when, and 
where of peaceful resistance in Leipzig, Germany which led to the 
collapse of the Berlin Wall.  Can you take what you have learned and 
use it in everyday situations?  Perhaps you are able to solve some of 
the problems our school, city, state, country or world is facing.  This is 
your introduction to solving problems peacefully and your opportunity 
to become a peace leader!  Can you identify other problems that were 
solved with peaceful resistance?  This is your challenge! 

 

Credits & References 

I would like to give credit to the following websites for help, guidance and 
formatting of the WebQuest: 

http://www.webquest.sdsu.edu 

http://www.webquest.sdsu.edu/designpatterns/index.htm 

Books 

Mundus, Doris, Leipzig 1989, A Chronicle, Sachsendruck Plauen GmbH, 
Lehmstedt Verlag, Leipzig, 2009. 

 

We all benefit by being generous with our work. Permission is hereby granted 
for other educators to copy this WebQuest, update or otherwise modify it, and 
post it elsewhere provided that the original author's name is retained along 
with a link back to the original URL of this WebQuest. On the line after the 
original author's name, you may add Modified by (your name) on (date). If 
you do modify it, please let me know and provide the new URL. 

Last updated 09/10/2009.  Based on a template from the WebQuest Page 
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