
130

Topic 3
EEccoonnoommiicc  IIssssuueess  AAffffeecctt  CCooooppeerraattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  

GGeerrmmaannyy,,  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn,,  aanndd  OOtthheerr  NNaattiioonnss

LLeessssoonn  33
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TThhrreeee

SStteepp  ##22::  EExxtteennddiinngg  aanndd  
RReeffiinniinngg  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

SSttrraatteeggyy::  RReeccoonnssttrruuccttiivvee  RReessppoonnsseess

AAccttiivviittiieess

Have students work in four groups. Give each group a folder containing the 
following resources.

� Transparency #17: Topic 3, Lesson 3 (GDP in Regions of the 
European Union)

� Transparency #18: Topic 3, Lesson 3 (Unemployment in the 
European Union)

� Transparency #19: Topic 3, Lesson 3 (The Work Week and Wages 
in Manufacturing)

� Transparency #20: Topic 3, Lesson 3 (Western Europe’s Tax Burden)

Have each group review the information in the resource folder. Assign each
group a different transparency to review in depth. Have the group use one of
the reconstructive response techniques to elicit clear concise information from
the transparency. For example:

� Summary Response – have the group come up with the basic message
of the transparency. Have the students create one or two summary state-
ments about what the transparency says about Germany in relation to
other nations.

� Precise Response – Briefly state in a paragraph the key information from
the transparency with all unnecessary words removed. The result is a factual
reinterpretation of the transparency in paragraph form.

� Question Response – Put the main points of the transparency in ques-
tion format. Have the students create one question that will lead to a dis-
cussion of the main points of the transparency.

Have each group report back to the rest of the class Record the statements/
questions on the board. Focus the discussion so that the following points are
clearly made:

� Germany’s standard of living is related to its patterns of trade within the EU
and with the United States.

� The economy of the European Union is diverse because of the diversity of
nations within it. 

■ WWhhyy  iiss  EEuurrooppee’’ss  eeccoonnoommyy  ddiivveerrssee??

■ TToo  wwhhaatt  eexxtteenntt  iiss  GGeerrmmaannyy’’ss  ssttaannddaarrdd  ooff  lliivviinngg  rreellaatteedd  ttoo  iittss  ttrraaddiinngg  ppaatttteerrnnss??
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Have students complete the graphic organizer below in order to compare eco-
nomic statistics in the EU and United States. Use the chart to summarize the
discussion.

Work 
Week Wages Tax

burden
Gross Domestic

Product
Unemployment

rate

Germany

Great Britain

France

Italy

European Union

United States
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