
Topic 3
EEccoonnoommiicc  IIssssuueess  AAffffeecctt  CCooooppeerraattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  

GGeerrmmaannyy,,  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn,,  aanndd  OOtthheerr  NNaattiioonnss

LLeessssoonn  22
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SStteepp  ##22::  EExxtteennddiinngg  aanndd  
RReeffiinniinngg  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

SSttrraatteeggyy::  AAccttiivvee  LLeeaarrnniinngg  ––  CCaassee  SSttuuddyy

AAccttiivviittiieess

Project Transparency #15: Topic 3, Lesson 2 (Polluted Rivers in Germany).
Have students identify areas of excessive pollution. 

Superimpose Transparency #16: Topic 3, Lesson 2 (Population Density in 
Germany and Europe), over the river map. 

Ask students: What is the relationship between the polluted rivers and popula-
tion concentrations?

Have students do additional research to collect articles from the Internet, news
magazines, or newspapers to highlight the problem of pollution in Europe and
Germany in particular.

Thought questions that students might consider as they collect the information:

� How have Germany and the European Union aimed to preserve, 
protect and improve the quality of the environment?

� How have these efforts been funded?
� Why would Germany’s pollution problems be of concern to the European

Union as a whole?

The research should be done in cooperative learning jigsaw groups using “expert
groups” to do research that answers each of the above questions. The experts
can then go back to their home group and reveal their findings to the rest of the
group.

■ HHooww  sshhoouulldd  eeffffoorrttss  ttoo  pprrootteecctt  GGeerrmmaannyy’’ss  eennvviirroonnmmeenntt  bbee  ffuunnddeedd??

■ WWhhyy  aarree  tthheerree  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  iinn  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  sseett  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ssttaannddaarrddss??

■ WWhhyy  wwoouulldd  GGeerrmmaannyy’’ss  ppoolllluuttiioonn  pprroobblleemmss  bbee  ooff  ccoonncceerrnn  ttoo  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn  
aass  aa  wwhhoollee??
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