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EEccoonnoommiicc  IIssssuueess  AAffffeecctt  CCooooppeerraattiioonn  bbeettwweeeenn  

GGeerrmmaannyy,,  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn,,  aanndd  OOtthheerr  NNaattiioonnss
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SStteepp  ##11::  GGaatthheerriinngg  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
SSttrraatteeggyy::  CCoonncceepptt  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt

AAccttiivviittiieess

Have students read Handout #19: Topic 3, Lesson 2 (European Union’s Envi-
ronmental Policy). Key questions teachers should post for students to consider
as they read include:

� What happens when one nation’s economy is dependent on an industry
identified as a heavy polluter?

� How should trans-national cleanup efforts be funded?
� What are the current areas of environmental concern in Europe?

Have students focus on this section of the reading and discuss the question
below:

Which phrases in the above section might lead a nation to not support the EU
environmental policy? 

Reasonable responses might include problems with these phrases:

� “majority voting on environmental legislation” if a nation wasn’t in the majority;
� “rectifying environmental damage at the source” if the source was in that

particular nation;
� “making the polluter pay” if that nation is the polluter.

This allowed the use of majority voting on environmental legislation
and introduced as a principle of treaty law the concept of sustainable
growth which respects the environment. While leaving plenty of scope
for national action and allowing member states to take even tougher
protection measures than those agreed at Union level, the treaty says
that Union policy should contribute to the pursuit of:

� Preserving, protecting and improving the quality of the environment
� Protecting human health
� Ensuring a prudent and rational utilization of natural resources
� Promoting measures at the international level to deal with

regional or worldwide environmental problems
The treaty requires Union policy to aim at a high level of protection, 
at rectifying environmental damage at the source, and to be based on
taking preventative action and making the polluter pay.

■ WWhhyy  aarree  tthheerree  ddiiffffiiccuullttiieess  iinn  ttrryyiinngg  ttoo  sseett  iinntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  eennvviirroonnmmeennttaall  ssttaannddaarrddss??
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