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Topic 2 GGoovveerrnniinngg  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn

LLeessssoonn  11
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�

SStteepp  ##11::  GGaatthheerriinngg  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
SSttrraatteeggyy::  CCooooppeerraattiivvee  LLeeaarrnniinngg  JJiiggssaaww

AAccttiivviittiieess

Make copies of Handout #5: Topic 2, Lesson 1 (Governing Institutions of the
European Union) and distribute them to the class. Review the handout with the
students focusing on such concerns as:

� Purposes of Each Institution
� Similarities and Differences to American Institutions

Arrange the class in “Jigsaw Groups.” 
Talk to the students about the purpose of this type of cooperative group:

� Acquiring new information to share with the group
� Presenting and teaching new information to the group

Explain how the process works:

� Each student on the team will become an “expert” on one topic by work-
ing with members from other teams assigned the same topic.

� Each “expert” will share what they have learned with their own group by
teaching and answering questions about the topic.

Have each group review the handout. Have each member of the group choose
a topic for which they will become an expert. Assign areas for each expert group
to meet and allow time for each member to become an expert.Be sure all mem-
bers of the expert groups feel comfortable about teaching the topic to others
before having them go back to their home group. 

Allow ample time for the “expert” to teach the topic to his/her group.

� Use Transparency #6: Topic 2, Lesson 1 (How European Laws are
Made) to talk about how laws are made in the European Union.
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