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Topic 2 GGoovveerrnniinngg  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn

LLeessssoonn  11 FFooccuuss  QQuueessttiioonn  ##11

HHooww  iiss  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn  ggoovveerrnneedd??

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
The European Union is an institutional framework for fostering unity and coop-
eration among European Countries. It is a new stage in a cooperative process
begun in the 1950’s with the establishment of the European Community. 

The European Community was a political creation committed to an ever closer
union among the peoples of Europe. This community was originally called the
Common Market because of its focus on establishing a single trading entity.

The European Union has often been compared to the United States and there
are some similarities. Member states have agreed to give up some of their
power for the sake of unity, just as the American states did to create a federal
republic. Member states have agreed to take joint actions in foreign 
policy under the new Union, while retaining their power in such fields as home
security and defense. Although the United States model continues to inspire
the search for political unity, Europe is constructing its own model for unifica-
tion, ensuring respect for its richest asset – the historical, cultural and linguistic
diversity of the European nations. 

EEsssseennttiiaall  CCoonntteenntt  �
Note: The following words/concepts/processes/institutions are essential to an
understanding of this lesson. Put the words on your Word Wall and use them in
context as you teach the lesson.

� Governing Institutions of the European Union
� The European Commission
� Council of Ministers
� European Parliament
� Court of Justice
� Court of Auditors

� Knowledge of How Laws are Made in the European Union

■ WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssttrruuccttuurree  ooff  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn??

■ WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  ssiimmiillaarriittiieess  aanndd  ddiiffffeerreenncceess  bbeettwweeeenn  tthhee  ““PPrreeaammbbllee  ooff  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess
CCoonnssttiittuuttiioonn  aanndd  tthhee  ““EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn’’ss  SSttaatteemmeenntt  ooff  VVaalluueess  aanndd  OObbjjeeccttiivveess??

■ HHooww  aarree  llaawwss  mmaaddee  iinn  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn??

■ WWhhaatt  pprroobblleemmss  ccoonnffrroonntt  tthhee  EEuurrooppeeaann  UUnniioonn  wwhheenn  ffoorrmmuullaattiinngg  oonnee  ffoorreeiiggnn  
ppoolliiccyy  ffoorr  aa  ddiivveerrssee  ggrroouupp  ooff  ccoouunnttrriieess??
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FFooccuuss
QQuueessttiioonn
OOnnee

EEsssseennttiiaall  CCoonntteenntt  � ((CCoonnttiinnuueedd))

� Basic Understanding of the Structure of the United States Government
� Preamble to the Constitution
� Bill of Rights
� Organization and Operation of the Executive, Legislative and Judicial

Branches of Government

� Problems Associated With Implementing a Common Foreign Policy in the
European Community

� Immediate Voice of European Opinion
� Willingness to Assert Its Political Will 
� Differing Views on the Use of Force to Achieve Foreign Policy Objectives
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