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M co-decision procedure

The Commission
proposes

The Council

IN THE EU

after hearing the
opinion of the
European Parliament

adopts a
common position by
qualified majority

The European Parliament
has three months to

If there is assent,
adopts the act

Adopts an Act

in accordance with
the assent

Approve
or Remain Silent

amendments adopted by
The Commission

act adopted by
The Council

act adopted by
The Council

By virtue of the co-decision
procedure, introduced by the
Maastricht Treaty (Article 189b),
the European Parliament has
the power to adopt acts jointly and
on equal terms with the Council.
This procedure applies to the
following fields: the internal
market, the free movement of
workers, freedom of establishment,
recognition of qualifications,
access of employees to work, and
to certain new or strengthened
areas of responsibility.
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amendments rejected by
The Commission

The Council
adopts the amended
proposal by qualified

majority

The Council
adopts the amendments
unanimously

The Council The Council
adopts all the initiates
amendments and the conciliation
the act procedure

The common draft is
adopted by the
European Parliament
and the Council

If the common draft is
adopted by the
European Parliament
and the Council

Act Adopted

The Council
acts unanimously

The Council may call on
The Conciliation
Committee
to clarify its position

The Conciliation The European Parliament
Committee — confirms its rejection of
approves a the common position by

common draft absolute majority

Act Not Adopted

The Council may confirm, by qualified majority, the initial
common position, possibly with amendments. The act is
then adopted, unless the European Parliament rejects the
common position by absolute majority as a last resort




