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Topic 1 GGeerrmmaannyy’’ss  CChhaannggiinngg  PPoossiittiioonn  iinn  EEuurrooppee  aanndd  tthhee  WWoorrlldd
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QQuueessttiioonn
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SStteepp  ##22::  EExxtteennddiinngg  aanndd  
RReeffiinniinngg  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn

SSttrraatteeggyy::  RReeccoonnssttrruuccttiivvee  RReessppoonnsseess

AAccttiivviittiieess
Have the students work in four groups. Give each group a resource folder. Use
the resources provided to make up the folders:

� Transparency #1: Topic 1, Lesson 1 
(Country Size by Land Area)

� Transparency #2: Topic 1, Lesson 1 
(Country Size by Population)

� Transparency #3: Topic 1, Lesson 1 
(Country Size by Gross Domestic Product)

� Teacher Resource #1: Topic 1, Lesson 2 (Population Statistics 
on the European States)

Have each group review the information in the resource folder. Assign each
group a different transparency to review in depth. Have the group use one of
the reconstructive response techniques to elicit clear concise information from
the transparency. For example:

� Summary Response – have the group come up with the basic message
of the transparency. Have the students create one or two summary state-
ments about what the transparency says about Germany in relation to
other nations.

� Precise Response – Briefly state in a paragraph the key information 
from the transparency with all unnecessary words removed. The result 
is a factual reinterpretation of the transparency in paragraph form.

� Question Response – Put the main points of the transparency in 
question format. Have the students create one question that will lead 
to a discussion of the main points of the transparency.

■ HHooww  ddooeess  GGeerrmmaannyy  ccoommppaarree  ttoo  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aanndd  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  EEuurrooppee  iinn  llaanndd
ssiizzee,,  GGDDPP,,  aanndd  rreellaattiivvee  ppooppuullaattiioonn??

■ WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  ooff  tthhee  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  GGeerrmmaannyy??
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AAccttiivviittiieess  ((CCoonnttiinnuueedd))

Have each group report back to the rest of the class Record the statements/
questions on the board. Focus the discussion so that the following statements
are clearly made:

� Geographically, Europe is small compared to other cultural regions of the
world.

� The relative size of Europe in terms of population is increasing, but is still
relatively small.

� The economic power of Europe is enormous compared to its land size
and population

� Use Transparency #4 (Why Study Germany) to summarize the discussion.
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