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Topic 1 GGeerrmmaannyy’’ss  CChhaannggiinngg  PPoossiittiioonn  iinn  EEuurrooppee  aanndd  tthhee  WWoorrlldd

LLeessssoonn  11 FFooccuuss  QQuueessttiioonn  ##11

WWhhyy  iiss  GGeerrmmaannyy  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ttoo  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aanndd  ttoo  tthhee
UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess??

BBaacckkggrroouunndd  IInnffoorrmmaattiioonn
A working knowledge of the relative location and size of the nations of Europe is
an important component in understanding the political and economic relation-
ships among these countries. Germany is geographically located in the center of
Europe with political, economic, and social windows that open East and West. 

Even though the nations of Europe share a common geographic location, many
significant differences exist, such as availability of natural resources, population
concerns, and economic pressures. These factors play a role in influencing the
political relationships of these nations. 

In addition, an understanding of the central role Germany played in the estab-
lishment of the European Union is fundamental to student understanding of the
growing alliance on the continent

EEsssseennttiiaall  CCoonntteenntt  �
Note: The following words/concepts are essential to an understanding of this
lesson. Put the words on your Word Wall and use them in context as you teach
the lesson.

� Relative location of Germany, � European Integration
• Europe, and the United States � Cultural Legacy
� Population Density � Multicultural Society
� Land Size � Stereotypes
� Industrialization � Case Study
� Gross Domestic Product � Post World War II
� Export/Import � Cold War
� Emerging Nations

■ WWhhaatt  aarree  tthhee  rreeaassoonnss  ffoorr  ssttuuddyyiinngg  GGeerrmmaannyy??

■ HHooww  ddooeess  GGeerrmmaannyy  ccoommppaarree  ttoo  tthhee  UUnniitteedd  SSttaatteess  aanndd  tthhee  rreesstt  ooff  
EEuurrooppee  iinn  llaanndd  ssiizzee,,  GGDDPP,,  aanndd  rreellaattiivvee  ppooppuullaattiioonn??

■ WWhhaatt  iiss  tthhee  ssiiggnniiffiiccaannccee  ooff  tthhee  llooccaattiioonn  ooff  GGeerrmmaannyy??
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