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Exercise in Economic Statistics

Here is a list of categories commonly used by economists and political scientists to describe a country’s economic system:

Working Conditions:

Average work week in hours

Yearly vacation time

Parental leave policy

Unemployment insurance

Job security

Percentage of workers who are members of labor unions

Tax rates on income

Average number of hours worked per year

Average GDP

Average GDP per capita

Long term unemployment rate

Health Care:

Public Spending

Private expenditure

Social welfare:

Child care

Care of the elderly

Pensions private expenditure

Pensions public expenditure

Economic Growth:

Real GDP growth

Savings rate

Divide the class into small groups of 2-3 students each. Depending on interests, each group should choose one or more of the topics from 

the list and research how the United States, Germany, and a third country compare. Use official sources such as the US Department of Labor’s 

Bureau of Labor Statistics, Germany’s Federal Statistical Office (destatis.de),  the Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 

(OECD), the International Labour Organization (ILO), the US Department of Commerce Census Bureau, and similar.

In addition to providing answers, each group should keep track of how they decided to define what they were looking for. For example, when 

we talk about public spending on health care, what did you have to take into account as you looked for relevant data? This exercise may imply 

some of the perils of using statistics as evidence, since the problem of definition becomes more and more important as we examine data.

http://destatis.de/

