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Germany’s National Anthem

•	 What is the purpose of a national anthem?

•	 When are national anthems performed?

•	 What emotions does the German national anthem evoke in you when you listen to it?

•	 Describe the sentiment expressed in the lyrics.

Deutschlandlied (Germany)

Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit	

Für das deutsche Vaterland!	

Danach lasst uns alle streben	

Brüderlich mit Herz und Hand!	

Einigkeit und Recht und Freiheit	

Sind des Glückes Unterpfand;	

Blüh‘ im Glanze dieses Glückes,	

Blühe, deutsches Vaterland. 

German Anthem (English Translation)

Unity and justice and freedom	

For the German fatherland!	

For these let us all strive	

Brotherly with heart and hand!	

Unity and justice and freedom	

Are the pledge of fortune;	

Flourish in this fortune’s blessing,	

Flourish, German fatherland!

Source: Haydn, Joseph (music); von Fallersleben, Heinrich H. (lyrics). (1797; 1841). Deutschlandlied. 
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The Star Spangled Banner (United States of America)

Oh, say can you see by the dawn’s early light	

What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming?	

Whose broad stripes and bright stars thru the perilous fight,	

O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming?	

And the rocket’s red glare, the bombs bursting in air,	

Gave proof thru the night that our flag was still there.	

Oh, say does that star-spangled banner yet wave	

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave?

Source: Key, Francis S. (1814). The Star Spangled Banner.

O Canada (Canada)

O Canada! 	

Our home and native land! 	

True patriot love in all thy sons command. 	

With glowing hearts we see thee rise, 	

The True North strong and free! 	

From far and wide, 	

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 	

God keep our land glorious and free! 	

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee. 	

O Canada, we stand on guard for thee.

Source: Lavallée, Calixa. (1880). O Canada.

God Save the Queen (United Kingdom)

God save our gracious Queen,	

Long live our noble Queen,	

God save the Queen:	

Send her victorious,	

Happy and glorious,	

Long to reign over us:	

God save the Queen.

Source: God Save the Queen. (Author and date unknown)
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La Marseillaise (France) (English Translation)

Arise children of the fatherland	

The day of glory has arrived!	

Against us tyranny	

Raises its bloody standard is raised (repeat)	

Do you hear, in the countryside,

The roar of those ferocious soldiers?

The howling of these fearsome soldiers	

They’re coming right into your arms	

To cut the throats of your sons and women!	

	

CHORUS:	

To arms, citizens	

Form your battalions	

Let’s march, let’s march!	

Let an impure blood	

Water our furrows!

Source: Wikipedia. (n.d.). La Marseillaise. Retrieved January 2012 from http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Marseillaise.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/La_Marseillaise

