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Timeline of Reunified Germany (1989-2011)

DATE EVENT

1989
November 9: (Berlin) The East German government announces that visits to West Germany and West Berlin will be per-

mitted. Immediately, thousands of East Berliners pass into West Berlin as border guards stand by. That same 
night, people begin tearing down the Berlin Wall (Mauer), which is finally opened.

1990s
throughout the 1990s Techno-culture develops in all major cities of Germany, with Berlin as its center. It‘s a youth movement and 

subculture around the development of techno and electronic music.

1990
March 18: (GDR) First free and democratic elections were held in East Germany.

June 19: (FRG) West Germany signs the „Schengen Treaty“ (in the city of Schengen) pledging to decrease inner-Euro-
pean border controls.

July 1: (GDR/FRG) Both West and East Germany sign the treaty to merge monetary, economic, and social matters 
going forward. The introduction of the Deutsche Mark in the GDR, replacing the Ostmark currency, marks the 
beginnings of the currency union.

August 31: (GDR/FRG) Both Germanys sign the Unity Treaty.

September: The so-called 1000-Roof-Program to promote and subsidize the use of solar panels on the roofs of houses is 
launched by the German Federal Government.

September 12: (GDR/FRG) U.S., Britain, France, Soviet Union, East Germany, and West Germany sign the „Two-Plus-Four-Trea-
ty“ in Moscow. This treaty is the final settlement to WWII and officially ends the four allied powers‘ rights and 
responsibilities in Germany.  

September 24: (GDR) East Germany formally withdraws from the „Warsaw Pact.“

October 3: (GDR/FRG) Day of German Unity: East Germany formally joins West Germany creating one unified Germany.

October 4: The first session of a unified-German Bundestag held in the Berlin Reichstag building with the members of 
the former GDR parliament takes place.

November 9: First anniversary of the fall of the Wall. German Chancellor Helmut Kohl and Soviet President Mikhail Gorba-
chev sign the German-Soviet treaty pledging “Good Neighborhood, Partnership, and Collaboration.”

December 2: First all-German elections for the Bundestag of the Federal Republic of Germany. As part of a coalition, Hel-
mut Kohl‘s political party maintains the majority and he the elected office of German chancellor.   

1991
January 2: For the first time East German conscripts join the Bundeswehr.

March 8: Germany adopts Gemeinschaftswerk Aufschwung Ost, a large rebuilding and investment program for former 
East Germany.

April 1: German terrorists assassinate Mr. Detlev Karsten Rohwedder, president of the Berlin Trust Agency (Treuhand-
anstalt). The agency assisted in the process of privatizing former communist regime-run factories.

May 29: Regular high-speed railway travel starts in Germany. The InterCityExpress train (ICE) runs up to 155 miles per 
hour.
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June 12: Der Grüne Punkt (the green dot) recycling program is introduced in Germany, which marks the beginning of 
extensive recycling.

June 20: The German Bundestag votes to move the seat of the federal government and parliament from Bonn to 
Berlin. Bonn remains an administrative center for the federal government.

August 10: Germany celebrates the 200th anniversary of the Brandenburg Gate.

August 17: The allied troops begin to withdraw from Germany.

September 17-23: In Hoyerswerda, an east German city in the state of Saxony, the first racist pogroms after WWII take place. It 
starts with the attack on Vietnamese street vendors by a group of neo-Nazis, and leads to attacks on a home 
of foreign contract workers and another home of asylum seekers. The homes‘ inhabitants are evacuated; 
nevertheless, 32 people are injured. Within a couple of days most foreigners leave Hoyerswerda and the city 
becomes ausländerfrei (free of foreigners).

1992
January 1: The bill outlining how to handle the Stasi files (Stasi-Unterlagengesetz) in passed into law.

August 22 – 24: The most violent mob attack against foreigners in postwar Germany takes place in Rostock-Lichtenhagen, an 
east German city in the state of Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania. Neo-Nazis threw stones and petrol bombs 
at an apartment building housing asylum seekers, thankfully no one was killed. At the height of the violent 
riots, several hundred militant neo-Nazis are involved.

November 4: The Bundestag passed the first of several laws outlining rehabilitation programs and compensation schedu-
les for victims who suffered from the GDR-regime‘s political persecution.

November 23: In Mölln, an east German city in the state of Schleswig-Holstein, neo-Nazis set on fire two houses in which 
Turkish families lived. Nine people are injured and two girls and their grandmother die.

1993
Start of the Freiwilliges Ökologisches Jahr (voluntary ecological year), a voluntary year of service for teenager 
and young adults in the field of ecology.

January 1: A European community free trade agreement becomes the catalyst for renewed inner-European trade.

March 16: The federal government and the state governments agree on the Solidarity Pact I, which was in effect from 
1995 until 2004. This agreement replaces the German Unity Fund and makes various federal and state funds 
available to boost the economic development of the five newly adopted states (former East Germany).

May 29: In Solingen, a west German city in the state of North Rhine-Westphalia, a group of neo-Nazis set fire to a 
house in which Turkish families lived. Five people (three girls and two women) died; another 17 people are 
severely injured.

May 26: The asylum law is tightened and a third-country regulation is adopted, whereby asylum seekers from presu-
mably safe countries, wishing to immigrate to Germany, are returned to their country of origin.

July 1: The reformed asylum law comes into effect making it more difficult to obtain asylum in Germany.

November 1: As a result of the Treaty of Maastricht, the European Community becomes the European Union (EU).

1994
May 31: Within the framework of harmonizing both law systems of the former two Germanys, the so-called „Homose-

xual Paragraph“ is abolished.

August 31: Russia ends its military presence in former East Germany and the Baltic states after half a century. President 
Boris Yeltsin and Chancellor Helmut Kohl officiate the formal withdrawal.

September 8: Withdrawal of the Western allies from West Germany. However, the U.S. and Great Britain still maintain strate-
gic military basis in Germany.



FOCUS 5 – Political System

GERMANY IN FOCUS  A Transatlantic Outreach Program instructional text for secondary educators

5.1.1 Timeline of Reunified Germany (1989-2011)Handout Handout

1995
January 1: Adoption of the Solidarity Surcharge-- an additional surcharge to income tax and corporate income tax that 

financed the rebuilding and investment program for former East Germany.

January 1: The newly-invented compulsory long-term healthcare insurance becomes law.

October 1: The updated „Abortion Paragraph“ is enacted. With the issuance of a counseling certificate, abortions are le-
gal within the first trimester. Abortions are also legal for the entire duration of the pregnancy, if the mother‘s 
life, her physical, or mental health are in danger.

1998
June 1: The new European Central Bank (ECB) opens for business in Frankfurt at the River Main.

September 27: Federal elections are held and, for the first time in German history, the Social Democrats form a coalition with 
the relatively new Green Party to take the majority in parliament forming a new government.

1999 - 2003 The federal government extends the „100,000-roof program“ to promote and subsidize the use of solar panels 
on the roofs of houses. The financial volume of the program reaches more than 1 billion Euros. 

1999
March 24: German fighter jets take off from Italy toward Yugoslavia. It’s the first combat mission of German soldiers 

since World War II. 

April 21: President Bill Clinton presented German Chancellor Helmut Kohl with the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the 
United States‘ highest civilian honor.

June 19: The European education ministers sign the Bologna Declaration, which starts the process of harmonizing 
the European higher education system. Within this framework all signing countries agreed to adopt the 
bachelor‘s and master‘s degree system by 2010.

July 10: The Love Parade celebrates its 10th anniversary with the largest crowd to date: approximately 1.5 million 
participants.

September 30: It is announced that Günter Grass receives the 1999 Nobel Prize in Literature.

2000
April 1: The German Renewable Energy Bill (Erneuerbare-Energien-Gesetz, EEG) becomes law. It‘s designed to encou-

rage energy efficiency and guarantees fixed prices for energy from renewable sources in order to stimulate 
greater investment in this field. It is the beginning of a tremendous boost of renewable energy in Germany.

May-June: The OECD conducts the first PISA studies (Programme for International Student Assessment) in 43 countries. 
Germany is in 20th place. Ever since this disappointing PISA result, Germany has steadily improved their PISA 
score.

June 14: The coalition government (social democrats and the  green party) comes to an agreement with leading 
German power companies to phase out nuclear energy by 2021.

August 2: The Bundestag approves the establishment of the foundation for „Remembrance, Responsibility and Future“ 
(Stiftung „Erinnerung, Verantwortung und Zukunft,“ or EVZ). The foundation provides financial compensation 
„to former forced laborers and to those affected by other injustices from the Nazi period“ (Law on the Creati-
on of a Foundation “Remembrance, Responsibility and Future” § 2). It‘s capital of 5.2 billion euro is provided in 
equal amounts by the German Industry Foundation Initiative and the German federal government.

2001
January 1: On a voluntary basis, women can now enlist in all areas of the Bundeswehr.

June 10: Klaus Wowereit formally accepts his party‘s nomination to run for major of Berlin. In his speech he publically 
announced that he is gay. „Ich bin schwul, und das ist auch gut so.“ („I‘m gay, and that‘s a good thing.“) In 2011 
he is running for his third term in office.
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August 1: The civil union bill (Lebenspartnerschaftsgesetz) becomes law, granting same-sex couples many of the rights 
married couples have.

September 11: Germans gather to mourn the victims of the New York, Washington DC, and Pennsylvania terror attacks. Over 
250,000 gather in front of the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin to show their solidarity.

November 16: The Bundestag decides in two voting sessions that Germany will participate in „Operation Enduring Freedom“ 
in Afghanistan.

2002
January 1: The Euro currency is introduced in 12 European Union countries, among them Germany.

January 1: Prostitution is fully legalized, granting prostitutes many aspects of social welfare.

April 26: With new nuclear regulations becoming law, the phasing out of nuclear energy in Germany is underway.

August: After intense rainfall, the Elbe river overflows and dams break causing the German „100 Year Flood.“ The 
government response was expedient, aiding in Chancellor Schröder‘s reelection.

August: The German government decides against a military participation in the Iraq war. This leads to harsh discord 
between the American and German governments, but also secures Chancellor Gerhard Schröder‘s reelection.

2003
March 14: Chancellor Gerhard Schröder delivers a speech before the German Bundestag outlining proposed plans for 

a major reform called “Agenda 2010.” Its three main focus areas are: the economy, the social security system, 
and Germany‘s position in the world economy. The agenda includes the already began so-called Hartz-
reforms.

2004
May 1: The eastern enlargement of the European Union takes place. With 10 new members joining at once, it was 

the single largest EU expansion in terms of territory, number of states, and population; however, not in terms 
of gross domestic product (GDP). Germany decides to protect its labor market from the incoming labor force 
of the new members for seven years.

2005
January 31: Federal and state governments are renegotiating the financing of former East Germany. Under the Solidarity 

Pact II, both sides agree to use €156 million ($203 million) to rebuild east Germany‘s infrastructure with the 
caveat of using these funds more effectively than under Solidarity Pact I.

May 22: State elections are held in North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany‘s highest populated state. After a 39-year reign, 
the social democrats are not reelected and are now the opposition party. As a result, Chancellor Gerhard 
Schröder calls for early federal elections in hopes of holding onto his party‘s (social democrats) majority in the 
Bundestag. The procedure is controversial, but finally approved by the constitutional court.

September 18: Early federal elections are held for the Bundestag. For the second time since WWII, Germany is lead by a 
grand coalition: the two largest parties in parliament form the government.

November 22: Angela Merkel of the Christian Democratic Union or CDU assumes the office of German chancellor. She is the 
first woman to hold this position.

throughout 2005: Some German states, mostly those under conservative governments, introduce tuition fees of up to €1000 
per year to attend university.



FOCUS 5 – Political System

GERMANY IN FOCUS  A Transatlantic Outreach Program instructional text for secondary educators

5.1.1 Timeline of Reunified Germany (1989-2011)Handout Handout

2006
June 9 – July 9: Germany hosts the Men‘s Soccer World Cup. It creates a wave of euphoria among the German people. It 

marks the first time since WWII that Germans wave their national flags with ease and joy. Germany places 
third in the end.

2007
January 1: Bulgaria and Romania join the European Union. Germany decides once again to protect its labor market from 

the incoming labor force of the new members for seven years.

January 1: The Elterngeld (parental leave benefit) replaces the Erziehungsgeld (education benefit). Elterngeld is paid for 
12-14 months following the birth of the child. The amount is calculated according to the parental income. 
Unemployed parents generally receive the minimum monthly amount of €300. The former Erziehungsgeld of 
€300 per month was paid for up to 24 months. Many people argued that the new regulation disadvantages 
low-income and unemployed parents.

2008
September 15: Lehman Brothers Holdings Inc., a global financial services firm, collapses and marks the beginning of a world-

wide financial and economic crisis. Germany is also affected.

November 5: The German government approves a €23 billion stimulus package. Among other efforts, this enables the Kre-
ditanstalt für Wiederaufbau (credit institute for reconstruction), a government-owned development bank, to 
distribute up to €15 billion as low-interest loans to small- and medium-size enterprises. The stimulus package 
was supposed to prevent a cash flow shortage brought on by the financial crises. 

 2008-2011: Some German states, mostly those under center-left-coalition governments, abolish the newly-introduced 
university tuition after intense student protests.

2009
January: The German federal government bails out German banks facing bankruptcy as a result of the global financial 

crisis. The bail out costs are unforeseeable; figures range from €50–120 billion or even more.

January 1: The Gesundheitsfonds (health fund) is established. This health fund is a federally financed health insurance 
institution that subsidizes public insurance companies which run a deficit. As a result, everyone insured pays 
the same monthly fee. Traditionally, the fee was split equally between employer and employee, but any 
further fee increases will now be paid by the employees.

January 12: The German government approves the second stimulus package, which amounts to €50 billion, to stimulate 
a faster recovery of the German economy which is affected by the global financial and economic crisis.

July 1: The so-called energy passport for buildings becomes compulsory. It outlines the energy consumption of 
buildings and is suppose to encourage energy efficiency.

September 27: Chancellor Angela Merkel is reelected with a larger majority than before, allowing her to form a governing 
coalition with the liberal party of Germany (FDP).

October 8: Announcement of the Nobel Prize in Literature for Herta Müller.

2010
April 27: Germany‘s first off-shore wind farm north of the island of Borkum is officially opened and set into commercial 

operation.

May 29: The 19-year-old singer Lena Meyer-Landrut wins the annual Eurovision Song Contest in Oslo with her song 
“Satellite.” This is Germany‘s second win in Eurovision history.

May 31: Federal President Horst Köhler resigns from office early, after heavy criticism by German politicians and the 
media, because of a statement he made about foreign military deployments of the Bundeswehr in Afghanis-
tan.
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July 24: More than one million young people gather in Duisburg to celebrate the Love Parade.  Tragically, 21 people 
die and more than 500 are injured in a stampede in an overcrowded tunnel leading into the festival. Because 
of this tragic accident the annual Love Parade is discontinued for good.

October 28: The Bundestag extends the production of nuclear energy in Germany from 2021 until the year 2035. This 
action by the German government was controversial.

throughout 2010: The Catholic Church of Germany is shaken by hundreds of child abuse scandals. Catholic clergymen sexually 
abused hundreds of children and teenagers during the last fifty years. It becomes public that the Catholic 
Church knew about the majority of these abuses and failed to inform the police about them.

2011
March 1: German Defense Minister Karl-Theodor zu Guttenberg resigns from office after being accused of plagiarizing 

major parts of his doctoral thesis.

March 15: After the severe power plant accident in Fukushima, Japan, resulting from a tsunami and earthquake, Chan-
cellor Merkel imposes a three-months moratorium on the use of nuclear energy in Germany. During these 
three months, the seven oldest nuclear power plants are shut down to undergo security checks.  Additionally, 
the government reviews the German energy policy during this time. 

March 27: State election are held in Baden-Württemberg. After 58 years, the social conservatives (Christian Democratic 
Union, or CDU) lose their re-election as parliamentary majority.

March 28: Following the state election in Baden-Württemberg the ÖkoDAX (an index of ecological and sustainably 
oriented companies) raises by 8 percent at the Frankfurt stock exchange. 

April - June: Chancellor Merkel and the Bundestag discuss a new energy policy for Germany. A more expedient nuclear 
power phase-out and the stronger promotion of renewable energies are at the forefront of these discussions.

May 1: After the Germany-imposed seven-year transition period, Germany opened up its labor market to the 10 
Eastern European member states that joined the EU in 2004.

May 12: In one of the last Holocaust trials, a German court in Munich convicted the 91-year-old John Demjanjuk on all 
27,900 counts of accomplice to murder. He was an SS officer in the Sobibor death camp in Poland, and now 
sentenced to five years in prison.

May 30: The German government announces that its nuclear power phase-out will be completed by 2022. The eight 
oldest nuclear power plants--already shut down in the aftermath of the power plant accident in Fukushima, 
Japan--will remain closed down for good. The government seeks a wide political and societal consensus 
about the Energiewende (turning point for energy) toward the increased use of renewable energies.

June 7: President Barack Obama presented German Chancellor Angela Merkel with the Presidential Medal of Free-
dom, the United States‘ highest civilian honor. Chancellor Merkel is the second German chancellor receive 
this honor. 

June 26 – July 17: Germany hosts the Women’s Soccer World Cup.

June 30: With the votes of all parties, except the left party (Linkspartei), the Bundestag approves the gradual eliminati-
on of nuclear energy in Germany by the year 2022.

July 1: Germany ends the draft and compulsory military service is discontinued. The Bundeswehr is going to change 
into a voluntary army. With the discontinuation of military service the civilian service is automatically disconti-
nued too.
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