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Handout 2.5.1 

German Students’ Responses 

What does it mean to be German? What is Germany? Whom do you admire in Germany today? 

(Note: minor additions/deletions have been made to help with translation)

Student A Grade 8b Gymnasium in Berlin

Because many foreigners are living in Germany, there are many different cultures. In some Federal States are areas, e.g. Berlin, where parts con-

sist only out of foreign inhabitants. Turkish-Arabic or people from other countries can connect their cultures with the German ones. Religions 

can be practiced freely. Politics is valued highly. In Germany democracy prevails. But besides the overall well good structured infrastructure, 

we still have relatively many unemployed and people who are living out on the streets. But everything gets done to stop this.

Germany has many different landscapes, starting from the lowlands till the mountains, e.g. the Alps, you can find everything. Besides the fact 

that I’m not a big fan of the Alps, it can really be recommended to go there for vacation to ski or do winter sports in general. But although 

on the countryside, where you can endless long walk through the fields and look over the landscape, you can relax very well and spent your 

holidays. In my opinion, Germany is the most beautiful country existing and I’m very happy to live here.

Student B Grade 8b Gymnasium in Berlin

Germany is one of those countries that represent cultures form all over the world. People are coming from different countries, have different 

religions and still have the right here in Germany to represent their culture. The majority of the German inhabitants don’t have a problem to 

live “door to door” with foreigners. But Germany had a time when you couldn’t speak about living peacefully together; the time of National 

Socialism, the time when Hitler was in power and foreigners, mostly Jews got killed. The National Socialism made many people think differ-

ent; their antipathy against foreigners increased or was only born. After this time there was the Wall in Berlin which separated East and West. 

The reason why many foreigners, especially Turks or Arabs, move to Germany or Berlin is that they don’t have a job in their home countries 

or have other money problems. And in Germany the situation seems to be better. Because of the influx of people to Germany, the habitat for 

wildlife gets destroyed in order to build cities, villages, and industrial areas. Many people are living from farming, but in comparison with the 

ones working in the cities they are relatively few.

Student C Grade 8b Gymnasium in Berlin

In Germany there are many beautiful landscapes. There are many lushes and flowers. The Germans like beer a lot. I think in Germany are the 

most breweries. Germans are known to be fat. The capital of Germany is Berlin; there you find many districts. Among them some are very 

dangerous. But other districts are very pretty. The Germans love soccer. Germany is very good at the World Cup.

Student D Grade 10C Gymnasium in Berlin

It’s not possible to characterize a typical German because you may use clichés if you try to characterize a nation. Many clichés date back to 

the old fashioned attitude of the Germans around the time of the Second World War.

It’s true about the beer because German beer is best.

Student E Grade 12 Gymnasium in Berlin

It is difficult to describe the German country because of the horrible things which happened in the past.

As German you can not be proud of your country without feeling bad, but it is getting better. I think you have to separate the generations. 

The younger generation of Germany begins to forget the horrible things their grand- or great-grand-parents did in the Second World War. 

That is why they begin to feel connected to their country and begin to get back the nationalistic feelings what countries like France or Great 

Britain already have for a long time.

The Germans are famous for their correctness and for that they’re constraint. As a German I can say that it is the case with a lot of us. For 

example it is difficult to talk to foreign people because the Germans worry too much about how correct their foreign language has to be. 

They want to speak perfect, although it is clear that you can not speak perfectly if you have never been in the country of the language for a 
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long time.

It would be easier for the Germans if they would take things less seriously.

But there are also positive things about the Germans. It is very important for them that everybody has a good education. That is quite good 

because in all countries a German education is a good base to get work. I also think the younger German generations are very open-minded.

To conclude, there are a lot of different people in Germany. Those who are embarrassed of their country, those who forget what happened in 

the past and look at the future, those who are constrained and the young people who are very open-minded and interested in other cultures. 

All in all Germany begins to be like any other country – a lot of different people, who are proud of their nation.

Student F Grade 6 Realschule in Bosel

I love to live in Germany, because there is the sea as well as there are mountains. There are many interesting places and landscapes. Germany 

is not a paradise, of course, now which country is a paradise? I do not know any. Many people from foreign countries come to Germany for 

a visit or they come to live here. Mostly, the living together of all the different people is not always easy, but it is often ok. Different people 

from different nations can learn a lot from each other. There are no natural disasters in Germany and every child can go to school, that is not 

something you can take for granted in every country. In Germany no child has to work or to live on the street.

The persons I respect most are the people who look after other people without being paid for it. One can not change the world alone, but 

everybody can help a little bit.

Student G Grade 9 Gymnasium in Bosel

To be German means to me, that I have a lot of possibilities to develop my abilities to the full. I can learn whatever I want to and whatever I am 

interested in. The opportunity to develop one’s abilities to the full is possible for every person in Germany. To be German also means that I, as 

a young person, cannot change the German history, but I can work against negative trends. To be German also means to live in a state which 

offers a lot of social welfare for its inhabitants. And many German citizens work on a voluntary basis to help other people. So in Germany you 

can be sure that you will be helped, if you are in a difficult situation. Another point to feel safe in Germany is the geographic situation here, 

there are seldom natural disasters. Because every person is equal in our country nobody has to feel excluded or unimportant. Every human 

being can feel important and precious.

The German I respect most is a good friend of mine. On the one hand I admire how well she can work with horses, because riding and horses 

are my favourite hobby. On the other hand it is admirable how she has dealt with many strokes of fate. Today she has overcome it all and gets 

on with her life. She seems to be happy now again and does not let herself go. Her positive attitude towards life gives me and other people 

hope to look forward, to think positive even in times of distress. She has shown us, that a human being can learn to overcome personal 

disasters.

Student H Grade 9 Realschule in Bosel

It is great to be German because in Germany you can really enjoy the nature. Well, in big cities like Berlin, Hamburg or Munich you can enjoy 

the nature only in the parks, of course. But where I live, in the country here in the northern part of Germany, you do not have to have parks, 

the whole country is like a park. When I look out of the window I can see the wide moor where there are a lot of different plants and animals. 

When I go along the street I can have a look at horses, cows, sheep, dogs and cats. I have got a horse and I do not think that it is possible in 

many other countries to have a horse or to be so close to the nature like here in Germany. Of course we have big cities too, with shopping 

malls and where one fast food restaurant advertising screams louder than the other. But I feel the most comfortable here in the country.

When I think about people I respect most, my mother comes to my mind. She has raised my elder brother and me all by herself without a 

husband. She has worked hard in a factory and has missed a lot because of us in the past.

But now we have got a house of our own and I have got a horse. My brother has become a respected soldier in the German army, while I am 

still at school. I think my mom did everything right and that is why I respect her most.

Student I Grade 12 Gymnasium in Bosel

When you go on holiday, especially in the countries east of Germany, it is often not easy to tell the people, that you are German. Even after 

a period of sixty years many foreign people think of the Holocaust when they think of Germany. It is understandable that this terrible time is 

not so easy to forget and that prejudices are still there. But these days are long gone. Germany has learned from the mistakes of the past and 

has become one of the most important and social states in the world. Therefore I think that people from other countries should acknowledge 
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the change of the German nation.

I, as a German, am very proud of my country that has achieved to overcome the ruins of the war, the National Socialism and now is a demo-

cratic state. At the moment I am proud that Germany won the Eurovision Song Contest and that the national soccer team promised a good 

start for the Soccer World championship in South Africa.

The German I respect most is definitely my grandmother. When her husband died many years ago, she continued his work as the manager 

of a big company. With strength, perseverance, and with devotion for all her employees she led the company to success. It is now a leading 

company in the plastics processing industry. Despite her wealth she always lived a very modest life. Her family and her employees were the 

most important people for her. She experienced many hard strokes of fate, but she never gave up. She found a lot of strength in her Christian 

faith. I was always very proud when I saw how she treated all the people she had to deal with, family, friends, neighbours or employees. She 

helped them where she could. She died last year and I will never forget her, neither will my family nor her employees.

Student J Gymnasium in Gundelfingen

I’m proud to be a German. We have a high living standard, we all have the chance to go to school and live a long and happy life. And I’m 

mostly proud of Germany too. We have an efficient democracy, a good economy, the products made in Germany stand for best quality and a 

good technology, we have an interesting and lively culture and we call our country “Das Land der Dichter und Denker”. But as a German you 

have to deal with many prejudices. Most of them are kind of funny. So some people think all Germans are running around in lederhosen and 

dirndl, eating sauerkraut or sausages and drinking bear. But actually you only see lederhosen at the Oktoberfest in Munich or deep in Bavaria. 

And we eat more pizza and doner kebab than the “famous German” Sauerkraut.

But there are other prejudices, which aren’t so funny, for example that all the Germans are Nazis. That’s definitely not true and it’s difficult to 

live with the German past even if you are young and had nothing to do with all of that. In 9th grade we visited Stutthof, a concentration camp 

of the Third Reich. There were students from other countries too and it was a weird situation and feeling. But we recognized that it’s important 

to learn something about the past of your own country. But overall it’s cool to be a German.

Is there a German you respect? I don’t know whom I respect. I think respect is the wrong word. But I was very proud of the German National 

Soccer Team when they played in the World Cup (like the rest of Germany, too). And I respect my parents, but I think that’s another thing.

Student K Gymnasium in Gundelfingen

I am glad that I live in Germany, because I am allowed to live in a democracy. All children are allowed to go at school and everyone has the 

right to education. The whole population of Germany enjoys the right of political and religious freedom. Furthermore most of the people are 

largely secured both socially and financially.

Due to the fact that Germany belongs to the most important industrial nations, it has to assume responsibility in the world. Our politicians 

should take care of the protection of the environment and the climate and fight against the poverty in the poor countries of the world. The 

Germans should not make politics as loner but should stand up for a joint Europe and above all for a peaceful and democratic Europe.

We Germans have a problematic and difficult history namely the two world wars and the dreadful persecution of Jews. That is why the 

reconciliation between neighbor states is very important. Although the younger generation has not experienced the aftermath of the two 

wars I feel it is important that we strive towards reconciliation. In my opinion the pupils should take part in exchange programs with other 

countries to know the foreign cultures.

I admire the well-known doctor Albert Schweitzer, who lived in the border area between Germany and France and stood up for a better world 

exceedingly. He won the Nobel Price for Peace and my school is named after him.

I believe that also many German musicians and composers e.g. J.S. Bach and L. van Beethoven shaped the German culture. Unfortunately 

German is not spoken by many people in the world. For me it means that I have to learn foreign languages to be able to communicate. I am 

studying English and French at school.

Student L Gymnasium in Gundelfingen

I’m proud to be a German and I’m glad to live in Germany. For me personally the orderly processes and the reliability in Germany are really 

important as well as the many educational opportunities with good perspectives for the future and the protection of a good social security 

system in case of sickness, pension, or unemployment for individual persons. It’s also one of the most important things in Germany to keep 

and respect the human rights and the democracy.
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Because of the central position of Germany, there are many fantastic opportunities to travel and to get to know different countries and cul-

tures. My personal impression is that as a German you always get confronted with the topic “National Socialism”. The huge development since 

this time is always underestimated. Germany has become a successful industrial nation. Although it’s important to keep this terrible crime 

in mind, to learn out of it, people should be much more informed about Germany the Germany of today. The imagination of Germany from 

other cultures or countries can be changed for example through an exchange or conversations with German people.

Student M Gymnasium in Gundelfingen

Being German means living in the middle of Europe, in one of the richest countries in the world. We move across borders from one county 

to another without problems and share one currency. We live in a democracy where everyone can say his or her own opinion. Although our 

economy is not the best at the moment, we still export a lot of goods. “Made in Germany” stands for quality products and we are respected 

for our skills and know-how. Many companies from abroad are interested in cooperating with German companies in their home country. We 

live in a welfare state and prosperity; nobody has to suffer, even if you lose the job.

Customs and traditions play an important role in many parts of Germany; as far as I know, especially in the southern federal states (Bundes-

länder) like Bavaria or Baden-Württemberg. The “Oktoberfest” in Munich or the “Wasn” in Stuttgart attract people from all over the world. 

Germans travel a lot and see a lot of the world, but due to our history we are not always heartily welcome, especially not by people who 

suffered under the “Third Reich”.

At high school we all learn at least one foreign language, many of us two or even three, because international relations are getting more and 

more important. Languages and computer skills are essential in our modern world. High school and education play an important role in our 

lives and although we spend only two or three afternoons at school, we learn a lot. This is due to the fact that we get so much homework, too.

In our free time we attend music schools or are active in sports clubs, things that other European students are offered at school. In Germany 

there is Kindergarten and Elementary School for all of us, but then we are sent to three different types of school: Haupt – or Werkrealschule, 

Realschule and Gymnasium. Many European countries do not select that early and their students share more years of common education. 

Family life is important to Germans, although the number of divorced parents has increased over the years. We try to have lunch or at least 

a meal a day together.

Is there a German who you respect? Why? Do you know “Keinohrhasen” or “Zweiohrküken”? Both films were directed by Til Schweiger. He was 

born on 19th December 1963 in Freiburg and he is a German actor, director, producer and scriptwriter. He worked with many international 

stars like Emma Thompson, Nick Nolte or Angelina Jolie. I like his films, because of their humor and characters. Til is clever and very successful, 

but still appears to be a modest and nice guy.

Student N Gymnasium in Schwerin

Germany has changed very often in the past. Our country has a long and varied history which wasn’t always good. It goes up and down in a 

very short period of time. While it was hard to be German in former times it became easier step by step. Now it means something different 

to be a German girl or boy. We think that to be German means that you have responsibility for yourself, your fellow human beings and your 

future. It starts at school when you are part of a class. Everybody takes care for the other members. But you also can get special jobs e.g. class 

president, school president or as a person who helps others when they are in trouble. As a German girl or boy you will be protected by the 

government with the help of laws e.g. no alcohol before you are 18 and you needn’t be scared of wars because Germany cares about its 

relationships with other countries through foreign affairs. But the government is not only protecting us it is also a support. In everything we 

do we can be sure that if we need help we get it. An example for it is the fact that if we haven’t enough money to study at university it will 

be paid for us by the state.

In Germany you also have a wide variety of chances to work in a job of your choosing. Every boy and girl has the chance or the duty to go 

to school. It is not important how much money you or your parents have. As a German person everybody is equal. There are no differences 

between boy and girl or rich and poor. Only the education level is important for your future. If you are clever enough to use your chance you 

can decide what kind of job you want to work in.

In our free time we have a lot of things we can do. Sometimes we travel with the bus or train to go shopping, visit a library or swim in a swim-

ming pool. To pass the time we just hang out in youth centres. Also being a member of an association is a kind of free time activity. Because 

of a great infrastructure it is easy to travel from place to place. We really enjoy the variety we have. A free development of our personality is 

another good aspect of being German. Nobody say what we have to do or to leave or what we have to think like it was some years ago in the 
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1930s. To have your own opinion and say what it is like is accepted by everybody. It does not try to force an opinion to us. We decide on our 

own. All in all it can be said that being a German girl or boy means to be free in your thinking and acting.

Student O Grade 9 Gymnasium in Vechta

I have the feeling that the Germans are often heavily criticised abroad because of their past and that the Germans get labelled with preju-

dices. I personally don’t dare to be proud or show an extreme national consciousness. For me the past is indeed terrible, but it can’t be sup-

ported to blame the people for it still today. It doesn’t matter what Germany is doing today – the past gets related to the present. I find the 

division of the world in different countries and languages not very beneficial. With togetherness I associate one nation which sticks together 

and forgives. And this should go beyond borders. Further I don’t find it useful to show a flag! Great personalities emphasize that you don’t 

have to be ashamed for the country, but I for me it’s exaggerated to show the world how “great” the county is. It doesn’t mean anything to me 

to be a German. For me it only means something to be a person. You shouldn’t see differences between the people because every person 

has the same value. A role model for me is Mahatma Gandhi because he preached internationally not to repress any people and to esteem 

yourself. Humans became inspired with life to cultivate and save the earth TOGETHER.

Student P Grade 9 Gymnasium in Vechta

Yes, all in all I’m proud to live in Germany and to belong to the German Nation. Many, who don’t know anything about our current situation 

and always just look at the dark events of the German past, get easily a wrong picture of us. Furthermore we get labelled as “Nazis” or even as 

foreigners in foreign countries, but so they behave the same as the National Socialist behaved in the past. Also other countries made mistakes 

in the past and try to correct them as we do. Although many people of other countries associate Germany or the Germans right away as 

National Socialists, short Nazis, I’m proud to be German. Our country has done many things we can be proud of. On one hand Germany was 

for a long time Export World Champion and delivered goods to many other countries. On the other hand we are an important and deeply 

anchored member of the European Union that occupies a highlighted leading position. Further we can be proud of our sport, especially of 

our soccer. The team has internationally already delivered great performances like the victories of the world cups in 1954, 1974, and 1990 or 

the achievement of the semi final 2006 in our country. Although Germany didn’t win this year, we were all thrilled by our team. It means to 

me to be a German not to forget about the mistakes of the past and to live in a way you can be proud of it in the end.

Student Q Grade 9 Gymnasium in Vechta

I’m 15 years old and I’m living since my birth in Germany. It’s very beautiful here because here in Germany we have beautiful forests and I can 

communicate with the people very well. Many Germans are proud of our nation because we have a lot we can be proud of e.g. our three 

soccer world championship titles or that we were still export world champion a short time ago. Further our groceries are partly the best in 

the world. Great too is the fact that Germany’s citizens are protected by law against discrimination and even unemployed have a basis for life 

and perspectives because of social welfare like Hartz IV and children’s benefits. In addition there are many well equipped universities which 

give us great chances to get a job in international businesses.

A good role model is Lena Meyer Landrut. She did not only master her A-levels in Hannover, but was also successful at the European Song 

Contest in Oslo. She worked always hard, and so we should work hard too in order be successful like her. All in all I’m proud to be a German 

citizen and to be able to live here.

Student R Grade 9 Gymnasium in Vechta

It’s difficult to proud to be German. Germany started and lost two world wars. Especially during Hitler’s time there were many cruel and 

unnecessary murders. I think though that this is part of the past. It was very bad and it can’t be excused and it can’t be changed either. 

Meanwhile Germany became a very beloved and successful country. It has a good infrastructure, many companies, a good economy, and a 

good basis of life. In Germany everybody is entitled to have health insurance and gets pension or Hartz IV (in case he becomes unemployed). 

Germany is also known for its good cars. In my opinion we can be proud of this. But often I have the impression people think in a wrong way 

about Germany. They think Germany is hostile to foreigners or Germans are Nazis. This was probably the case 70 years ago, but not today. I’m 

not ashamed to be a German. Additionally Germany has laws that it doesn’t start a war again. Further the pope in Rome is German. My role 

model is my dad.

Student S Grade 9 Gymnasium in Vechta

If you ask people in other nations about their country, many are proud of their nation. I can speak for myself; I’m proud to be German. Yes, I’m 

allowed and I can be proud. Therefore I like to consider the following aspects:
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Something about myself: I’m 15 years old and I’m living in my birthplace Vechta, close to Bremen. So far I never thought about what it means 

to me to be a German. But the longer I think about it the more comes to my mind.

Sport: Sport connects many people and nations. Especially now during the time of the soccer world championship many people watch 

together the games and cheer for the German team. Many are talking often about the feeling of unity or togetherness because especially 

during this time the feeling to one nation gets strengthened. We could also be proud of the Formula 1 when Michael Schumacher was still 

driving.

Music: Held your breath, vote, and tremble; this was the case just a short time ago in Germany. And it was successful. Germany won after 

almost 20 years the European Song Contest again! This is one more reason to be proud.

Economy: With its impressive economy Germany convince for a long time. Also the title “Export World Champion” went to Germany for a long 

time. Environment and climate are also very important for our country. We care for this very often.

All in all I can really say, I’m proud of my country. But sadly there is a negative past laying over Germany too. As a matter of course we are not 

allowed to forget this. But this should not influence the image of Germany too much.


