
FOCUS 2 – Society

GERMANY IN FOCUS  A Transatlantic Outreach Program instructional text for secondary educators

2.5.4 Music Lyrics and Links Handout

Handout 2.5.4 

Music Lyrics and Links

#1

Artist: Die Prinzen

Song: Deutschland (Germany)

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9EKAjMS5WU

Die Prinzen began in 1987 in Leipzig, East Germany. The lyrics of their songs are often humorous, tongue-in-cheek critiques of German 

government or society.

DEUTSCHLAND

German, German, German... 

 

Of course a German invented “Wetten, dass”* 

Many thanks for the enjoyable hours 

We’re the friendliest customers in this world 

We’re modest – we have money 

The very best in any sport 

The taxes here set a world record 

Visit Germany and stay here 

It’s this kind of visitor we wait for 

Anyone who likes it can live here 

We’re the friendliest people in this world 

 

German, German... 

 

Just one little thing is out of whack 

And that is, Schumacher** doesn’t drive a Mercedes 

 

Refrain: 

All that is Germany – all that is us 

You won’t find that anywhere else – only here only here 

All that is Germany – all that is us 

We live and die here 

 

German, German... 

 

Many people are arrogant about Germany 

And some think it’s cool to be an a--hole 

There are some who like to complain about Kanaken [foreigners] 

And travel to Thailand every year to f--- 

We love our cars more than our women 

Because we can trust German cars 

God kissed the earth just once 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M9EKAjMS5WU
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Right on the spot where Germany is now 

We’re the best everywhere – naturally also in bed 

And we’re especially nice to dogs and cats 

 

All that is Germany... 

 

We’re really good at busting someone in the chops 

We can also be relied on for starting fires 

We like order and cleanliness 

We’re always ready for a war 

Friendly greetings to the world, understand 

We can be proud of Germany... SWINE! 

 

Swine, swine... 

 

All that is Germany...

* “Wetten, dass” (“Wanna bet?”) is a popular German TV quiz show. 

** Michael Schumacher is a famous Formula 1 race driver and also the highest paid sports figure in the world.

English lyrics: http://german.about.com/library/blmus_prinzen01.htm

#2

Artist: Peter Fox

Song: Alles Neu (Everything New)

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD0A2plMSVA

Peter Fox, born in Berlin and sings all his songs in German. His music is included in the reggae and hip-hop genre.

Everything New

I burn my studio, snort ash like coke 

I slay my goldfish, burry him on the courtyard 

I’ll blast my house, I let go of everything I have 

My old life tastes like an old toast 

Fry myself a fine steak, Peter cooks finest meat now 

I am the update, Peter Fox 1.1 

I want to dance, celebrate, but my pond is too small 

A new set of teeth is growing in my mouth like these of a white shark

Waxed, doped, polished, new teeth 

I am eager and have expensive plans 

I buy building machines, dredgers and wheeling machines and cranes 

Dart at Berlin and push on the siren 

I build beautiful box towers, beats massage your souls 

I am the demolition ball for the German scene

Hey, everything shines, so new 

Hey, if I don’t like it, I’ll start anew 

The world cover with dust, but I want to see where it’s leading to 

Climb on the mountain of dirt, because up there a fresh wind blows 

http://german.about.com/library/blmus_prinzen01.htm
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DD0A2plMSVA
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Hey, everything shines, so new

I’m sick of my old stuff, and let them rot in a bag 

Mothball my clothes and then go shopping naked 

I am completely refurbished, girls have something to look at 

Healthy, well-conditioned, world champion in chess and boxing 

Just need to talk correctly, give me a yes or no 

Rubbish is over, I’ll let go of the old ways 

Should I ever smoke pot again, I’ll throw an ax in my leg 

I never want to lie again, I want to mean every sentence I say

My head is bursting, I want to change everything 

I search for the button, hit the mighty men 

Force the land into happiness, buy banks and stations 

Everything goes crazy, shaking sheep and lambs 

I look better than Bono, I am the man of the masses 

Ready to save the world, even if that might be too much

There’s no more air here, breathing is hard for me 

Bye bye I have to get out of here, the walls are coming nearer

English Lyrics: http://lyricstranslate.com/en/node/67710

#3

Artist: Marteria (Marten Laciny)

Song: Endboss (Final Boss)

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6PtiiXkTT8

Marteria (Marten Laciny) is a German rapper born in Rostock, East Germany.

Final Boss

Console on, the game is ready to start 

Thick red cheeks what a cute child 

I am still attached closely to the navel of time 

The perfect child that is always sleeping, never bawling 

I need more milk Mum, gimme some mo 

Begin to talk my first word is yo 

Grown up in the GDR 

Break down the walls with my transmforma 

I’m a kid that hardly meets his dad 

Quite smart and a sucker for mathematics 

Will Hansa Rostock* accept me? 

2 days later I’m the team captain already 

Like everything my brother does 

Hate everything my sister does 

Pause pressed quickly and prepared something to eat 

Then finished the next level easily

I jump from level to level until the final boss comes

http://lyricstranslate.com/en/node/67710
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m6PtiiXkTT8
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I’m not getting along with all the birds 

I don’t go to the training anymore I’m not getting along with the birds 

I’ve got a bad report I’m not getting along with the birds 

I’m in love but my very best friend hooks her up 

She calls me secretly 

Asks whether she can drop in 

My first time is going to happen in a little while 

The doorbell rings and she’s brought her friend 

I split and go to Manhattan when I’m 18 

Just wanna party and jump off the roof when I’m on tablets 

Think I’m a star everything is about me 

Hang out at the bar and everything is rotating around me 

Come back and move to Berlin 

What do you do without A-Levels? You study drama 

Nearly choked on the filth of this city 

But the mission is fulfilled, the level is done

I jump from level to level until the final boss comes

Everything is perfect in the future 

But I spent nearly all my lives 

Nothing worked neither rapping nor athlete 

Well, at least I’ve got a flying Nova 

I’m the last lemming that didn’t fall 

That is sitting at the pond with 5 slices of bread 

Feeding robot ducks, I’m an old man 

And suddenly he stands there 

Takes a seat beside me at the bar at 2 o’clock in the night 

There’s no chance to him 

The game is over the last drink is for free 

“But there’s a trick I’m gonna tell it to you 

Become a Buddhist then you can restart it”

I jump from level to level until the final boss comes

English Lyrics: http://lyricstranslate.com/en/endboss-final-boss.html

#4

Artist: Juli

Song: Zerrissen (Torn)

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQYPSIYMJg0

Juli is a singer in an alternative rock/pop band from Giessen, Germany.

Torn

Why does it feel so empty when you speak to me? 

Why does it feel so empty when you’re by my side? 

Why does it seem so complicated even though we’re not saying anything more? 

Why can’t we communicate after so many years? 

Why does it feel so empty when you speak to me? 

http://lyricstranslate.com/en/endboss-final-boss.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RQYPSIYMJg0
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Why does it feel so empty when you’re by my side? 

Why does it seem so distant although we’re so close? 

What’s the point of my life if you’re not part of it?

Your skin’s getting cold 

You get an empty gaze 

Your breath’s getting silent 

And you get a heavy head feeling

What tore you apart like this? 

What hurt you like this? 

What ripped you and your life and your heart like this? 

What’s the point of my words if you don’t hear them?

What’s the point of my love if you don’t sense it? 

Why can none of us just face the truth? 

Why can’t I fill up this hole in your heart?

What tore you apart like that...? 

...that you no longer cry,

...that you no longer scream, 

...that you no longer realize that your life is breaking into pieces?

Whatever you’ll do, 

Whatever you’ll say, 

I’ll take care of you, 

I’ll stay awake for you

English Lyrics: http://lyricstranslate.com/en/zerrissen-torn-apart.html

#5

Artist: Paul van Dyke and Peter Heppner

Song: Wir Sind Wir (We’re Ourselves)

Link: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V66cr41DNnM

Paul van Dyk & Peter Heppner, We’re Ourselves: Paul van Dyk is from the former East Germany and is a top 10 world DJ known for his elec-

tronic dance music. Peter Heppner from Hamburg, Germany, is singer known for collaborating with electronic pop bands and music acts.

We’re ourselves

Day by day, year by year 

When I walk through the streets 

I see the ruins of this city 

Arise to houses again

But many windows stay empty 

For many there’s no return 

And about the things that have just been 

One does rather not talk about today anymore

But I ask, I ask myself who we are 

We are ourselves! We stand here! 

http://lyricstranslate.com/en/zerrissen-torn-apart.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V66cr41DNnM
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Divided, defeated and still 

We are yet alive

We are ourselves! We stand here! 

That could not yet be everything 

No time to be sad 

We are ourselves! We stand here! 

We are ourselves!

Arisen from ruins we thought 

We had made a dream come true 

40 years we pulled together 

Out of ashes we’ve made gold

Now everything is different once again 

And what existed before, is not worth anything today 

Now we can have what we want 

But didn’t we actually want more?

We are ourselves! We stand here! 

Again united in one country 

Superrich and completely broke

We are ourselves! We stand here! 

So fast nobody can defeat us 

No time to feel bitter

We are ourselves 

Divided, defeated and still 

We exist 

We are ourselves 

And we’ll survive it 

Because life has to go on 

We are ourselves 

That’s just some kind of back luck 

So fast we’ll not give up now

English Lyrics: http://lyricstranslate.com/en/Wir-Sind-Wir-Were-ourselves.html

http://lyricstranslate.com/en/Wir-Sind-Wir-Were-ourselves.html

