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HANDOUT 2.5.2

GERMAN STUDENTS’ RESPONSES: WHAT DO | DO IN MY FREE TIME?

Grade 10 students from Gymnasium in Gundelfingen, Germany
(Note: minor additions/deletions have been made to help with translation)

Student Konstantin: Three times in the week | have classes in the afternoons. After school | like to meet friends and do some exciting things,
like cinema or relax. At the weekend | hang out and listen to music. If | don't feel too bad | invest my time in homework. In the summer, my
friends and | refresh ourselves in the swimming pool. On Sunday, usually | make a tour with my family. Sometimes we walk sometimes we
make a tour by bike. Every Thursday, | practice playing the piano. | play pieces of Gershwin, Mendelssohn, or Bach. | have played since | was
6 years old.

Student Benedikt: In my free time | do a lot of things. Every Monday after school | have a guitar lesson at 5pm. On Tuesday | play soccer from
5pm to 7pm. Tuesdays and Fridays I have no afternoon classes, but on the other days in the week, | have school until 4pm. Wednesday is the
only day when | have no free time activities after school. Every Thursday | play soccer again. | like my soccer team, but we are not very good.
On Fridays | have KjG, which is an organization from the church in Gundelfingen. On the weekends | like meeting my friends, playing soccer,
going to the cinema, going swimming and doing a lot of other fun things, but | also help at home.

Student Frederieke: In my free time | like to meet my friends and have fun by baking cakes and cooking lunch, going jogging, and talking
about topics we are interested in. Also, | like to read books, especially historic books or thrillers. I also like the books of Dan Brown. In the sum-
mer | love to go to the swimming pool with my friends, because | also meet others. Also, | love to go biking with my brother. Sometimes I am

so tired of being in school that | fall asleep 10 minutes after coming home.

Student Robin: My school starts at 7:50 am but | have to get up earlier because | go to school from another village by bus. That's the reason
why | get up every morning at 6:30 am. Three times a week | come home at 4pm. Especially on those days there is not much time for free
time activities. Nevertheless, two times a week | do archery for one hour. Time for friends? That's difficult during the school week so | only can
meet my friends at the weekend. Sometimes school is really awful, for example, you're sitting at school, it's 3pm, the sun is shining and the
only thing you want to do is go out, have fun, or eat ice cream, but in a way you accept it. Life is not only fun, is it? There is sometimes a lot
of work at school. Maybe sometimes a little bit too much, but it's not that much that you feel like a prisoner. There is also time for free time
activities and also enough time to meet friends. The most important thing is to find a middle way between having fun and learning for school.

Student Kristina: | have enough free time every day to do all the things | like. | even have a lot of school every week. | think my life in 10th
grade is great and mostly easy. | make a lot of music in my free time. | play an instrument and every Tuesday | go in an orchestra. For me
it's a lot of fun. I spend a lot of time with my boyfriend and other friends on the weekend. I love to go out at night with my friends and my
boyfriend. We go to the cinema and we always have a lot of fun. We enjoy the time we have together because from school we have a lot of
homework too. In the summer | like it very much just to relax in the summer in the garden or the swimming pool or to eat ice with friends.
Sometimes my school life isn't very easy if we have a lot of homework and many tests. One or two times in the week | work in a restaurant.
It's a lot of fun because the people are very friendly, and | get a lot of money too. I meet my friends every day in school so it doesn't matter
that we all haven't got that much time.
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