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1.5.4 RONALD REAGAN SPEECH

President: Ronald Reagan
Date: June 12, 1987

lines spoken during Reagan’s presidency.

President Ronald Reagan delivered this speech for the 750th anniversary of Berlin, at a moment of thaw in the Cold War. Reagan chose
the Brandenburg Gate as his backdrop not only because it was a symbol of Germany, but also because it was very close to the wall, which
stood as a stark symbol of the decades-old Cold War between the United States and Soviet Union in which the two politically opposed

superpowers continually wrestled for dominance, stopping just short of actual warfare. This speech contains one of the most memorable

We come to Berlin, we American presidents, because it's our duty
to speak, in this place, of freedom. But | must confess, we're drawn
here by other things as well: by the feeling of history in this city,
more than 500 years older than our own nation; by the beauty of the
Grunewald and the Tiergarten; most of all, by your courage and de-
termination. Perhaps the composer Paul Lincke understood some-
thing about American presidents. You see, like so many presidents
before me, | come here today because wherever | go, whatever | do:

Ich hab noch einen Koffer in Berlin. [l still have a suitcase in Berlin]

Our gathering today is being broadcast throughout Western Europe
and North America. | understand that it is being seen and heard as
well in the East. To those listening throughout Eastern Europe, a spe-
cial word: Although | cannot be with you, | address my remarks to
you just as surely as to those standing here before me. For | join you,
as | join your fellow countrymen in the West, in this firm, this unalter-

able belief: Es gibt nur ein Berlin. [There is only one Berlin.]

Behind me stands a wall that encircles the free sectors of this city,
part of a vast system of barriers that divides the entire continent of
Europe. From the Baltic, south, those barriers cut across Germany in
a gash of barbed wire, concrete, dog runs, and guard towers. Farther
south, there may be no visible, no obvious wall. But there remain
armed guards and checkpoints all the same--still a restriction on the
right to travel, still an instrument to impose upon ordinary men and
women the will of a totalitarian state. Yet it is here in Berlin where
the wall emerges most clearly; here, cutting across your city, where
the news photo and the television screen have imprinted this brutal
division of a continent upon the mind of the world. Standing before
the Brandenburg Gate, every man is a German, separated from his

fellow men. Every man is a Berliner, forced to look upon a scar. [..]

Where four decades ago there was rubble, today in West Berlin there
is the greatest industrial output of any city in Germany--busy office
blocks, fine homes and apartments, proud avenues, and the spread-
ing lawns of parkland. Where a city’s culture seemed to have been

destroyed, today there are two great universities, orchestras and an

opera, countless theaters, and museums. Where there was want, to-
day there's abundance--food, clothing, automobiles--the wonderful
goods of the Kudamm. From devastation, from utter ruin, you Ber-
liners have, in freedom, rebuilt a city that once again ranks as one of
the greatest on earth. The Soviets may have had other plans. But my
friends, there were a few things the Soviets didn't count on--Berliner
Herz, Berliner Humor, ja, und Berliner Schnauze. [Berliner heart, Ber-
liner humor, yes, and a Berliner Schnauze]

In the 1950s, Khrushchev predicted: “We will bury you! But in the
West today, we see a free world that has achieved a level of prosper-
ity and well-being unprecedented in all human history. In the Com-
munist world, we see failure, technological backwardness, declin-
ing standards of health, even want of the most basic kind--too little
food. Even today, the Soviet Union still cannot feed itself. After these
four decades, then, there stands before the entire world one great
and inescapable conclusion: Freedom leads to prosperity. Freedom
replaces the ancient hatreds among the nations with comity and
peace. Freedom is the victor.

And now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited way, be com-
ing to understand the importance of freedom. We hear much from
Moscow about a new policy of reform and openness. Some political
prisoners have been released. Certain foreign news broadcasts are
no longer being jammed. Some economic enterprises have been
permitted to operate with greater freedom from state control.

Are these the beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet state?
Or are they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes in the
West, or to strengthen the Soviet system without changing it? We
welcome change and openness; for we believe that freedom and
security go together, that the advance of human liberty can only
strengthen the cause of world peace. There is one sign the Soviets
can make that would be unmistakable, that would advance dramat-
ically the cause of freedom and peace.

General Secretary Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek pros-
perity for the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek liberal-
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ization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, open this gate! Mr.

Gorbacheyv, tear down this wall! [..]

Today thus represents a moment of hope. We in the West stand
ready to cooperate with the East to promote true openness, to break
down barriers that separate people, to create a safe, freer world. And
surely there is no better place than Berlin, the meeting place of East
and West, to make a start. Free people of Berlin: Today, as in the past,
the United States stands for the strict observance and full imple-
mentation of all parts of the Four Power Agreement of 1971. Let
us use this occasion, the 750th anniversary of this city, to usher in
a new era, to seek a still fuller, richer life for the Berlin of the future.
Together, let us maintain and develop the ties between the Federal
Republic and the Western sectors of Berlin, which is permitted by
the 1971 agreement.

And | invite Mr. Gorbachev: Let us work to bring the Eastern and
Western parts of the city closer together, so that all the inhabitants
of all Berlin can enjoy the benefits that come with life in one of the
great cities of the world.

To open Berlin still further to all Europe, East and West, let us expand
the vital air access to this city, finding ways of making commercial
air service to Berlin more convenient, more comfortable, and more
economical. We look to the day when West Berlin can become one
of the chief aviation hubs in all central Europe. [...]

As I looked out a moment ago from the Reichstag, that embodiment
of German unity, | noticed words crudely spray-painted upon the
wall, perhaps by a young Berliner: “This wall will fall. Beliefs become
reality” Yes, across Europe, this wall will fall. For it cannot withstand

faith; it cannot withstand truth. The wall cannot withstand freedom.

To read speech transcript:
http://www.reagan.utexas.edu/archives/speeches/1987/061287d.
htm

Video of speech:
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WjWDrTXMgF8

Reagan, Ronald. (1987, June 12). Speech: Tear Down This Wall! Berlin,
Germany.
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