
Focus 1 – Geography

GERMANY IN FOCUS  A Transatlantic Outreach Program instructional text for secondary educators

1.1.3 Five Themes of Geography Handout

1.1.3 Five Themes of Geography

The five themes of geography were created in 1984 by the National Council for Geographic Education and 
the Association of American Geographers to facilitate and organize the teaching of geography in the K-12 
classroom and still provide an effective organization of the teaching of geography.

1. Location

Most geographic study begins with learning the location of places. Location can be absolute or relative. 
Absolute location provides a definite reference to locate a place, such as latitude and longitude. Relative 
location describes a place with respect to its environment and its connection to other places.

2. Place

Place describes the human and physical characteristics of a location, such as its land and water forms or 
the culture of the people who live there.

3. Human-Environment Interaction

This theme considers how humans adapt to and modify the environment. Humans shape the landscape 
through their interaction with the land; this has both positive and negative effects on the environment.

4. Movement

Movement is the travel of people, goods, and ideas from one location to another.

5. Region

Region divides the world into manageable units for geographic study.  Region is an area on the earth’s 
surface that is defined by certain unifying characteristics. The unifying characteristics may be physical, hu-
man, or cultural. Geographers also study how a region changes over time.
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